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cident or chance it was that Madame de Maintenon
in returning young and poor from America, where she
had lost her father and mother, fell in landing at Ro-
chelle into the hands of Madame de Neuillant, who
lived in Poitou. Madame de Neuillant took home
Madame de Maintenon, but could not resolve to feed
her without making her do something in return.
Madame de Maintenon was charged therefore with
the key of the granary, had to measure out the corn
and to see that it was given to the horses. It was
Madame de Neuillant who brought Madame de Main-
tenon to Paris, and to get rid of her married her to
Scarron, and then retired into Poitou.                                                 ;! i||

Madame de Navailles was the eldest daughter of                         |i

this Madame de Neuillant, and it was her husband, M.                       : ||r

de Navailles, who,  serving under M.  le Prince in                          ||

Flanders, received from that General a strong repri-
mand for his ignorance. M. le Prince wanted to find
the exact position of a little brook which his maps did
not mark. To assist him in the search, M. de Navailles
brought a map of the world! On another occasion,
visiting M. Colbert, at Sceaux, the only thing M. de
Navailles could find to praise was the endive of the
kitchen garden: and when on the occasion of the
Huguenots the difficulty of changing religion was
spoken of, he declared that if God had been good
enough to make him a Turk, he should have remained
so.

Madame de Navailles had been lady of honour to
the Queen-mother, and lost that place by~a strange
adventure.

She was a woman of spirit and of virtue, and the